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Christmas Poems
Mark Greene
A beautiful, original and compelling invitation into the drama, wonder and mystery
of the Christmas story. The warm rhythms and fresh directness of Mark Greene’s
poems are graced not only by illuminating design and gorgeous illustrations but
by reflections that poignantly and powerfully connect the ancient world with our
own. Intriguing and uplifting, Adventure makes an exquisite gift for Christmas, an
enriching companion for Advent and a source of inspiration in any season.
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KINGS

… and the star they had seen when it rose
went ahead of them until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed.
MATTHEW 2:9–10

Christmas poems by Mark Greene

Every day millions of people look to the
stars for guidance, hope and purpose,
scanning their horoscope in a daily paper or
having it beamed to their phone. The Bible
bans astrology but that doesn’t mean that
God does not speak through his creation
or that he will not turn even a misplaced
enthusiasm into a stepping stone to the truth
… the seeker finds, the seeker will be found.
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Kings
We were not three.
And not kings.
At least not when we arrived.
And really more curious than wise,
Craning for truth in starlit skies.
But at least looking,
At least checking
What we thought we knew:
A king born for the Jews.
No, we were not wise.
More stupid than wise,
Asking another king
To point us to a rival’s cradle.
But at least asking,
And finding truth in the old scroll,
Truth a murderer would not recognise,
But wary to ply us with winsome lies
And play a deferential role.

No, we were not so wise.
More blind than wise,
Searching for a king
For someone else.
But at least searching,
And finding, in someone else’s king,
Our end, the end of lifeless ways,
The rule for all our days.
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Later they fancied us kings.
In that, there was only this truth:
He who would wear a crown
Must first bow low,
Must first bow down.





Author
Mark Greene grew up Jewish and joyous, and celebrated becoming a Christian in his
early twenties. He then spent ten years working in advertising in London and New
York and loved it – facts he’s still prepared to admit. After that, gripped by the Bible,
he studied at the London School of Theology and went on to teach Communications
and Contemporary Culture. He’s now the Director of the London Institute for
Contemporary Culture and speaks, tells stories, and writes widely mainly on the joys,
trials and surprises of living life as a follower of Jesus in today’s world. His books
include Thank God It’s Monday, Of love, life and café lattes and Fruitfulness on the
Frontline.
Readership
• Anyone wishing to prepare spiritually for Christmas
• Anyone wondering on the true meaning of Christmas and how to celebrate the
season
• LICC community and those who enjoy Mark Greene’s work
Key selling points
• Perfect gift book for a friend leading up to Christmas
• Ideal devotional aid or spiritual guide during the Advent season
• Leads to deep reflection on the meaning of Christmas
• Beautifully designed and illustrated by David McNeill
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